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  Christmas Eve celebrations!Christmas Eve celebrations!Christmas Eve celebrations!   

 

 

 

9:15 a.m.  Advent Lessons and Carols (Only one service, No Sunday School) 

3:30 -  7:00 pm. Visit our Living Nativity! Take some time to see Bethlehem come to life, bring a 
neighbor, a friend, nieces and nephews for this amazing experience. Visitors will mingle with resi-

Christmas Eve Services:   

4:00 p.m.   Children & Family Service with Holy Communion Children of all ages will be treated to 
a special story time with Pastor Fritch and a presentation "And the Animals Talked". 

7:00 pm.   Family Candlelight Service with Holy Communion. 

10:30 pm.  Festival Candlelight Service with Holy Communion. 
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Property 
 
The property team will be meeting every 3rd Saturday of the month 
beginning on Dec. 16th.  Meetings will be from 7 to 7:30 a.m. followed by 
maintenance and improvement activities.  We welcome your projects and 
suggestions.  If anyone is interested in participating, or would like to 
make a request, please contact Brian Reidy, Corey Hill, or a member of the 
property team. 

Certificates of Devotion are now available for purchase. 

As was suggested at the September Congregational Meeting, Certificates of Devotion are now available in denomina-
tions of $100.00.  These CD's can be purchased by seeing Pam Page, Dale Nelson, or dropping a check in the offering on 
Sunday noting "Certificate of Devotion" in the memo field.  These certificates will reach maturity after a 5 year period, 
earning 1.5% interest a year.  To be eligible to earn interest, the certificate must be purchased by December 31st of the 
previous year.  Example, in order to earn interest for 2007, the certificate must be purchased by December 31, 2006.   

2007-08 NURSERY SCHOOL REGISTRATION FOR MEMBERS OF ST. JAMES 

Registration forms are available on the green table in the narthex. This completed form plus a 
$50.00 non-refundable check should be brought to registration on Wed., Jan 3, 2007, from 9:00-
11:00 a.m. in the nursery school. If that time is not convenient, please contact Renee Young at 610-
282-9562. You are also invited to attend an Open House on Jan. 8 from 6:00-7:00 p.m. to meet the 
teachers and get a glimpse of the classroom. However, to insure that your child is registered, the 
registration  form and deposit should be received prior to Jan. 8 when the “Open Registration” will 
occur 
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Good morning.  Welcome to Monday, December 11th. 
 
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.  Six days you shall labor and  
do all your work.  But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God;  
you shall not do any work  you, your son or your daughter, your male or  
female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns.  For in  
six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,  
but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and  
consecrated it." Exodus 20:8-11 
 
It's the holiday season.  I'm sometimes question my memory on this issue,  
but it seems to me that one of the organizing traditions of my grade  
school years was participating in a Sunday School Christmas program.  
While we were never members of Immanuel Lutheran Church, my sisters and I  
were in at least three Christmas programs during this time of year.  We  
might not have been very faithful in worship for the rest of the year but  
we were there for the holidays. 
 
It seems to me that when the 3rd commandment was first spoken, the  
intention behind it was not to encourage people to set time aside for  
worshiping God only during the months of October, November and December.  
And yet it seems that many folks do just that. 
 
I can come up with countless reasons why people might not want to go to  
church on Sundays.  Some of them are simply excuses; others are good  
reasons.  What is more difficult is coming up with reasons why people  
ought to make weekly worship a part of their lives.  I want to use the  
daily devotions this week to go after that question, "Why ought we be in  
worship every week?" 
 
The first answer is probably the only correct answer there is.  But that  
isn't to say that it will be very effective in encouraging people to  
change their lives, reorganizing them around weekly worship.  The first  
answer is - God commands our presence.  While our observance as Christians  
is different than the worship patterns of Israel, the principle still  
remains that God is pleased with our worship and has organized time in  
such a way that one day is especially set aside for that purpose. 
 
There is an old criticism of the church that says that "Jesus intended on  
building a people but then the disciples got a hold of that vision and  
built a church."  The meat of that criticism suggests that there is  
something inauthentic and unhelpful about constructing buildings intended  
to house worship services, and creating religious structures to see that  
worship happens.  Personally, I think that criticism is just an excuse.  I  
believe that regardless of the limitations and problems that will always  
exist in organized religion, there is something about the trustworthiness  



that, come what may, Christians will be gathering together at 11:00 on  
Sunday morning that is a reflection of the steadfastness of God. 
 
God is always there.  So is the church.  So are Sunday morning worship  
services.  The question is, will you be there? 
 
Let us pray: Heavenly Father, we know ourselves well enough to know that  
we will always find ways to rationalize our behavior and look for  
loopholes in the boundaries you place around our lives.  We know you  
invite us to set time aside every week to worship you.  Help us to fend  
off the temptation to organize our time in different ways, to allow other  
priorities to determine our lives.  In Jesus' name.  Amen. 


