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  Holy Week WorshiHoly Week WorshiHoly Week Worshippp   

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday.  7:00 pm service. Holy Communion and “The Longest Night” 

Good Friday. 7:00 pm service. Come experience Stations of the Cross. 

Holy Saturday. Easter Vigil from 9:00 -  11:00 am. The church nave will be open for all to come in silence 
to pray and reflect on the events of Holy Week, the death of Jesus and its impact on our lives. Set time aside 
during this busy season to come pray and meditate. Whether you choose to come for 5 minutes or stay for 50 
minutes, be present and continue the Lenten journey as it comes to an end on this most solemn day. 

Easter Sunday Services:   

6:00 am.   Sunrise Service of Light with Holy Communion. 

8:00 and 10:45 am.   Easter Festival Service with Holy Communion. 

Easter CelebrationEaster CelebrationEaster Celebrationsss   

Dates to Save: 
May 20th. Outdoor worship and Pig-nic. (no that’s not a typo, it is a Pig-nic). 
 
June 10th . SLLM Outdoor Worship and Picnic. 10am. More information will be in the bulle-
tins and on the website soon. 
June 17th. Worship times change to 8:00 and 9:45 am for  the summer season. 
 
June 25th. Annual meeting. 
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 Consecration Sunday is Coming on April 29 
 

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the money 
Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills.  Rather, such congregations see financial contri-
butions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their church’s 
mission and ministry with a percentage of their incomes. 

St. James has selected the Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program as a way to teach the biblical and 
spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship education emphasis this year. 

Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or her 
own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive.  Instead of treating people like 
members of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to 
give unselfishly as an act of discipleship.  Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and 
systematic giving in response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  
During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees and members to make their fi-
nancial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this community 
and around the world. 

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by attend-
ing morning worship on Consecration Sunday.  We urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to com-
pleting a card.  The procedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or she 
chooses not to fill out a card. 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards.  During morning worship our guest 
leader will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making their commit-
ments as a confidential act of worship. 

We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration Sunday team 
and church council.  Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will 
make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship. 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in consecration Sunday events.  We look forward 
to seeing you on April 29. 

St. James Stewardship Team , 
Mary Ann Vought,   Dale Kleppinger,    Matt Woodruff,    Pam Wallace,    Pat Pechacek 
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 Congregational Care, Social Ministry and Fellowship & Support Teams Work Together! 
 
 
A joint celebration of social ministries outreach programs was held by three teams on Social Ministry Sunday, March 
25th. Congregational Care, Social Ministry, and Fellowship & support teams coordinated the Sunday festivities. Reverend 
Dr. Dennis Ritter of Lutheran Congregational Services was the guest speaker at worship and the adult forum. He spoke 
about Lutheran Disaster Response and how we as a congregation can support disaster relief efforts. Following services, a 
bread day soup luncheon was enjoyed by 65 people who purchased bread and assorted goodies. Proceeds from the sales 
will benefit World Hunger and the Good Samaritan fund. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will supplement funds that 
were raised. A big thank you to all who helped bake, prepare soup and purchase bread.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lord, bless this food to our use and us to your service 

“Hands on Ministry” canvas created by Susan Bauer and decorated by all attending Bread Day 
 
 

Social Ministry Team 
 

The Social Ministry team has been working on their current goals which include Social Ministry Sunday, held March 
25th, a St. James Welcome Statement, and initiating a health ministries program. The health ministries program would 
include different focuses such as a benefits check-up for St. James members, establishing a parish advocate program and 
also a parish nurse. We welcome all  St. James members with a passion to help others to contact our team and see how 
you can fit into our mission and vision of helping our neighbors whether they are local, regional or around the world.
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Bear Creek Camp 
Bear Creek Camp is accepting registrations for summer campers.  St. James will provide scholarship funds to 
first time campers.  Registrations postmarked by March 31 will be eligible for discounts.  Information and reg-
istration forms are available from Doris Binner. 

Catechetics Camp 
 

Catechetics Camp for youth completing Grades 6, 7, and 8 in June will be held at Camp Haycock beginning 
Monday, June 18 through Wednesday, June 20.  
Please reserve these dates.  We will again be combining our Camp with St.  Paul's (Blue) Lutheran, Friedens 
Lutheran, and St. Andrews Lutheran in Perkasie.  Letters with registrations will be sent out in April. 

Youth Fun at ST. James 

Northeast Region Youth Gathering 
 

 The Northeast Region Youth Gathering  will be held July 19-22, 2007, at West Chester University, West 
Chester, Pa. Read about the event at the gathering website, www.youthgathering2007.org. www.youthgathering2007.org.  
It is time to register for the Northeast Region Youth Gathering so contact Doris Binner at the church office for 
more information and for a registration form. 

Vacation bible school 
Vacation Bible School is earlier in July this year.  St. James will host a community Bible school from Monday, 
July 9 through Friday, July 13 from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m.  The theme will be "Quest for Truth" by Concordia 
Publishing.     Plan to join our adventure! 

Adult happenings at ST. James 
 
God is Greater: Beginning to Understand Islam                April 15, 22, and 29  
One God.  Life framed by Prayer.  Jesus as Messiah.  Justice and Generosity.  OR Holy War.  Women re-
pressed.  Suicide Martyrs.  World Domination.  Which describes Islam?  How might we react?  Our three Sun-
day Adult Class series explores the Muslim religion, relations to Christianity, and challenges us to probe be-
neath headlines and our own faith commitments.  Join us on April 15, 22, and 29 in the fellowship hall for this 
course presented by the Rev. Dr. Walter Wagner who currently teaches at Moravian Theological Seminary, 

Block Party 
 

The Community Outreach Benefit Team has scheduled its sixth annual benefit for Sunday, July 29, 2007. It 
will be held from 1:00-7:00 p.m. at St. John’s UCC, 538 East Thomas Street, Coopersburg. Three very deserv-
ing families have been chosen to benefit from the proceeds of this year’s event. Mark your calendar now and 
reserve this date for a fun day of live entertainment, food and games. Your local representative to the COB 

Pinochle    social 
Come join us Saturday, May 12, at 7:00p.m. downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a dessert or snack to 
share. This will be single deck pinochle and players travel to new tables and new partners. Play will be gov-
erned by “church” rules. Please use sign-up sheet on the narthex bulletin board. Call Joyce or Ed Zinn with 
questions, 610-965-2765. 



 

Ministers: The Members of St. James 
Pastor: The Rev. John P. Fritch 
Director of Education and Youth Ministries:     Doris K. Binner 
Congregational Administrator: Connie L. Williams 
Organist/Choir Director: Lauretta A. Mobley 
Sexton: John Marshall 
Housekeeper: Brian Riedy 
Organist/Choir Director Emeritus: Benjamin D. Evans 
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Please  
contact us 
at: 

Telephone:    610.282.3290  Fax:  610.282.0423 
e-mail:           stjamescoop@epixstjamescoop@epix.net web address: stjameschurch18036.com 
 
Hours:           Monday—Thursday 8:00 A.M. - 12 NOON; 1 to 4 P.M.; Friday 8:00 A.M. -12:00 P.M. 
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St. James Lutheran Church 
333 E. Oxford Street 
Coopersburg, PA  18036 
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